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City of Miami C.R.A. Announces Community Film Initiative 
Hollywood Filmmaker Robert Townsend Joins Initiative to promote non-violence and provide 

training and employment opportunities for careers in the film industry 
 
 

(Miami, FL) —The City of Miami, in partnership with the University Of Miami School of 
Communication and the South East Overtown Park West/OMNI Community Redevelopment 
Agency (SEOPW) will announce a community film initiative with Hollywood Filmmaker, 
Robert Townsend on Thursday, October 25, 2012 at 12:00 p.m. at Miami City Hall, located 
at 3500 Pan American Drive. 
 
During the press conference, City of Miami officials will join Robert Townsend and partners to 
speak about the upcoming community film initiative that includes a film production and student 
training program designed to provide local youth with an opportunity to thrive in their 
neighborhood as an alternative to violence.  
 
The community-based film project taught by Townsend gives 20 students from the Overtown 
community and 25 students from the University of Miami School of Communication’s Cinema 
and Interactive Media program an opportunity to participate in a six-week training program with 
South Florida Workforce. 
 
The film entitled Playin’ for Love, will be directed and produced by Hollywood icon Robert 
Townsend, best known for his blockbuster hits such as The Meteor Man, The Five Heartbeats, 
and the soon to be released In The Hive which stars Michael Clarke Duncan in his last 
performance.  Townsend says, “When Commissioner Jones approached me about creating a 
project here in Miami to give the local community and beyond a message of hope, I signed on 
immediately. This is a situation I understand; I was that kid from the ghetto.  I know what we can 
do by reaching out to young people in Miami and showing them possibilities.  They too can 



touch the dream and we are all joining together to help that come true.” The project will 
highlight Historic Overtown, as well as local high schools such as Booker T. Washington, Miami 
Jackson and Miami Edison and Miami High. 
 
The overall mission of the project is to highlight and expose Miami as a place for future film 
production, provide avenues for employment, support local businesses and promote non-violence 
to youth through alternatives to crime. Participating organizations and sponsors include Jamba 
Juice Company, the Miami Heat, Hall of Fame N.B.A., Player Isiah Thomas, University of 
Miami School of Communication Department of Cinema and Interactive Media, Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools, Citi-Trends, South Florida Workforce, Connor Sport Court, Aveda, 
Doubletree Hotels and the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
 
For more information on the Community Film Initiative contact the SEOPW Community 
Redevelopment Agency at (305) 679-6800. 
 
What: City of Miami Announces Community Film Initiative with Hollywood Filmmaker  

Robert Townsend  
 
Who: City of Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado  
            City of Miami Commissioner Francis Suarez, Chairman  

City of Miami Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones 
            City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo Gort 
            City of Miami Commissioner Marc Sarnoff 

City of Miami Commissioner Frank Carollo 
State Representative, Cynthia Stafford 
School Board Member, Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall 
South East Overtown Park West/OMNI Community Redevelopment Agency  
Hollywood Filmmaker Robert Townsend 
Hall of Fame NBA Player, Isiah Thomas 

 University of Miami School of Communication Department of Cinema-Prof. Ed Talavera 
             and Interactive Media 
            Miami Dade County Public Schools 
 South Florida Workforce 
 Miami Heat   
            Overtown Youth Programs 
  
  
When: Thursday, October 25, 2012 at 12:00p.m. 
 
Where: City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive. 
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About the Community Film Initiative Partners 

 

Jamba Juice Company 

Founded in 1990, Jamba Juice Company (NASDAQ: JMBA) is a leading restaurant retailer of 
better-for-you, specialty beverage and food offerings, which include great tasting, whole fruit 
smoothies, fresh squeezed juices and juice blends, hot coffee and teas, hot oatmeal, breakfast 
wraps, sandwiches and mini-wraps, California Flatbreads™, frozen yogurt, and a variety of 
baked goods and snacks.  Jamba-branded products for at-home enjoyment are also available 
through select retailers across the nation and in Jamba outlets.  As of July 3, 2012, there were 
783 Jamba Juice store locations globally.  Jamba is a proud sponsor of  “Team Up For a Healthy 
America” in the fight against childhood obesity and encourages fans to join the Team Up 
community of celebrities, athletes and other leaders committed to getting kids active and 
involved at www.myhealthpledge.com.   

The HEAT Group 

The HEAT Group is comprised of the National Basketball Association’s Miami HEAT and the 
19,600-seat American Airlines Arena. The HEAT won its first championship in 2006 and it’s 
second in 2012. The 2012-13 season will be its 25th season. The American Airlines Arena is a 
state-of-the-art facility which hosts over 150 events per year. For more information, please visit 
HEAT.com and AAArena.com. 

 

Isiah Thomas 

Hall of Fame NBA player and Chairman and CEO of ISIAH International, Isiah Thomas is a 
successful businessman and investor, building a career in multi-family housing, waste removal & 
recycling, and the sports industries. Thomas is one of the 50 Greatest NBA Players of All Time 
who led his last place Detroit Pistons team to back-to-back NBA championships in 1988 and 
1989. Thomas’s popularity as a leader served him well in his post-playing days as owner of the 
Toronto Raptors and Continental Basketball Association, coach of the Indiana Pacers and coach 
and executive of the New York Knicks.  As a philanthropist, Thomas founded Mary’s Court to 
support disadvantaged families in his hometown, Chicago, and across the US. 

 

 

 

 



Connor Sport Court International 

More athletic events are played on Connor Sport Court surfaces than on any other sports flooring 
in the world.  Connor sports floors have established themselves as the standard for professional 
and collegiate sports since the company was founded in 1872. Sport Court® is a registered 
trademark of Connor Sport Court International.  Since 1974, it has identified the original and 
authentic modular sport surface, continuously improved and patented to provide the highest 
levels of quality and performance. Connor Sport Court is proud to be the only sports surfacing 
company in the world that is independently audited and verified as “Zero Waste” and fully ISO 
9001:2008 certified.www.sportcourt.com 

University of Miami School of Communication Department of Cinema and Interactive 
Media 

Twenty-five Motion Picture students from the University of Miami School of Communication 
Department of Cinema and Interactive Media have been selected to work with actor/director 
Robert Townsend to produce "Playin' for Love.” The UM students will be serving on all aspects 
of the production, from assistant directors to camera assistants.  They are using the skills they 
have learned in the classroom and applying them to a real-world situation. “We’re really excited 
to be working with a Hollywood trailblazer like Robert Townsend on a major motion picture,” 
said Prof. Ed Talavera, chair of UM’s Department of Cinema and Interactive Media. “Our 
students are working in key positions on this feature film, while introducing younger students 
from the community to the wonderful world of filmmaking.” 

The University of Miami has partnered with the City of Miami CRA on the community film 
initiative. Additionally, The UM School of Communication will provide equipment support to 
the production. Townsend recently visited with UM students and shared his experiences in 
filmmaking and becoming successful in Hollywood. For more information on the University of 
Miami School of Communication, visit www.com.miami.edu. 

 

Miami Dade County Public Schools 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools, America’s fourth-largest school system with a diverse 
enrollment of 350,000 students from over 100 countries, offers innovative educational programs 
at its 435 schools, including elementary, middle, senior high schools and alternative, specialized 
and vocational centers. Students and their families have an active voice in choosing learning 
opportunities that foster academic excellence, school-to-career pathways and real-world learning. 

 

 


