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PRESS RELEASE                                             

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CRA BOARD VOTES TO INCREASE OVERTOWN BEAUTIFICATION TEAM SALARIES TO $15.00 AN HOUR 

 
 

MIAMI, FL –– On March, 25, 2016, the Southeast Overtown / Park West Community Redevelopment Agency 

(“CRA”) Board of Commissioners of the City of Miami voted to increase the salaries of the Overtown 

Beautification Team workers from $11.00 to $15.00 an hour.  

 

The Overtown Beautification Team is a CRA sponsored program that provides job training to local residents who are 

willing to work in property maintenance and landscape services. Dressed in bright blue t-shirts, participants of the 

second chance program, provide street cleaning services along the NW 3rd Avenue Business Corridor and the 

surrounding areas in Overtown. The program plays a significant role in the reduction of illegal trash dumping within 

the community and is mainly responsible for the cleaner and more inviting appearance of the streets in Overtown.   

 

The wage increase is part of an estimated $300,000 grant that the CRA Board awarded to Human Resources of 

Miami Inc., the agency responsible for managing and implementing the Overtown Beautification Team. The 

recent funding of the Overtown Beautification Team program will be allocated to hire eleven (11) new 

employees in 2016. “It is programs such as these that are needed in the community,” said Marcia Carty, 

Executive Director of Human Resources of Miami Inc. 

 

Overtown resident, Joshua Saddler agreed. The former Beatification Team worker, had been trying 

unsuccessfully for months to obtain employment and had almost given up hope. That’s when he learned about 

the Overtown Beautification Team.  “This job really changed my life,” said Saddler. “I don’t go on the streets 

anymore and I don’t have to worry about looking over my shoulders.”  Like Saddler, there are many more 

successful stories .Former Beautification Team worker Chantrel McClain, a single parent learned about the 

program at a local PTA meeting .“Being able to work and provide for my kids is very rewarding” said McClain. 

“Prior to me getting this job, I had been looking for work for over a year, I never gave up hope; I just kept 

trying and trying.”  

 

First funded in 2011 as a pilot project, the Overtown Beautification Team also provides participants with 

support services that include: soft skill training, financial management, counseling and assistance with 

transitioning into permanent employment. “The increase in hourly wage demonstrates our continued effort to 

eliminate poverty in the City of Miami. I would like to thank the board for supporting the CRA in this effort”, 

said CRA Board Chairman Commissioner Keon Hardemon. 
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To learn more about the Southeast/Overtown Park West Community Redevelopment Agency (“CRA”) and its 

initiatives, please visit www.miamicra.com/seopwcra or call 305.679.6800. 
### 

 
THE SOUTHEAST / OVERTOWN PARK WEST COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY  
The Southeast Overtown / Park West Community Redevelopment Agency (“CRA”) is one of three community redevelopment agencies within 
the municipal boundaries of the City of Miami. The CRA was created in 1982 to promote and encourage the redevelopment of the Overtown 
and Park West communities (redevelopment area). The main objective of the CRA is to spearhead new development and redevelopment 
efforts that accomplish beneficial revitalization within its boundaries. The CRA’s main mission is to enhance the quality of life, improve the 
public health, safety, morals and welfare of the residents and stakeholders in the redevelopment area. 
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