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SEOPW CRA TO REVIVE THE HISTORIC JOSEPHINE & DUNN HOTEL 

INTO A LOCAL BED AND BREAKFAST 

 
Shirlene Ingraham, owner of the Josephine & Dunn hotel looks forward to seeing her vision come to reality. 

(Miami, FL) — When Shirlene Ingraham, steps into the historic Dunn & Josephine hotel she 

doesn’t see an empty building with no promise. Instead the local restaurant owner 

envisions a building that will transform into a local bed and breakfast. Ingraham, whose 

family has owned and operated the famous Jackson Soul Food Restaurant since 1946, 

purchased the Josephine and Dunn hotel six years ago. Since purchasing the building, 

Ingraham has invested her own money into renovating the building, and now with the 

assistance of the Southeast Overtown / Park West Community Redevelopment Agency 

("CRA")  is on the brink to turning her vision into a reality. 

The former hotel, which was built in 1938 and 1947, is one of the last buildings standing 

from an era when Historic Overtown was home to first class hotels such as the Mary 

Elizabeth Hotel, the Sir John and the Carver hotels. Famous entertainers such as: Count 

Basie, Ella Fitzgerald, Cab Calloway, Josephine Baker, Billie Holiday, Nat King Cole and 

Aretha Franklin would come to lodge in the hotels after performing in nearby Miami 

Beach.  Hoping to bring the building back to life and to attract more tourists into the 

historic neighborhood, the CRA has invested $850,000 into the renovation of the two 

buildings.  
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To mark the start of construction, City of Miami Commissioner Keon Hardemon (SEOPW 

CRA Chairman) and the CRA held a Groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday, October 28, 

2014.  The ceremony was attended by Miami Dade County Public School board member Dr. 

Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall, local leaders and area residents. 

 

Once completed, the two-story buildings will consist of a bed and breakfast boutique hotel 

with 18 rooms, along with new fixtures, and finishes. The rehab will also include the 

renovation of the ground floor areas along NW 3rd Ave to provide a lobby and dining area. 

Additionally, the hotel will make room for much needed jobs. According to Ingraham, once 

the bed and breakfast is up and running she anticipates being able to hire up to 10 

residents to work in the building. Construction of the Josephine and Dunn Hotel is expected 

to begin in October and will be completed in six months. For more information, contact the 

CRA at (305) 679-6800.  
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